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		How can you help at home?


Reading a book and chatting about it has a positive impact on your child’s ability to: 
· understand words and sentences 
· use a wide range of vocabulary 
· develop listening comprehension skills 
Reading books your child has chosen to read for pleasure is one of the best things you can do to help them succeed at school. 

Every day is filled with opportunities to read, write, talk and listen! Here are some ways in which you can support your child when at home and when out and about:
· Regular reading to your child at home allows children to hear expression and fluency
· Hearing your child read at least 3 times a week will help them to practise the skills they have learned in school
· Encourage your child to read in everyday situations so they are reading for meaning.  Try reading road signs, shopping lists, emails, magazines, instructions for games or menus in restaurants
· Retelling favourite stories

Reading increases children’s vocabulary because they encounter words they would rarely hear or use in everyday speech. Children who read widely and frequently also have more secure general knowledge.
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It is vital that children experience a wide range of other quality children’s books that are either read to or with them. 

These books play an essential role in developing a love of reading. They can be shared or discussed, and provide a stimulus for other activities, including role play, music, art, dance, writing and storytelling. 

The important distinction is that these books are being shared with the children.

Please contact the following person for any additional information:

Mrs. K Spencer
English Lead
Moat Farm Infant School
Reading
Information Leaflet for
Parents and Carers


Reading Practice Sessions 

Application of phonics to reading
We teach early reading through the systematic, synthetic phonics programme Little Wandle Letters and Sounds Revised.

Phonics is the way we teach decoding skills, in order to give children, the most efficient method to read words and one which will set them up for life.

Fluent decoding is only one component of reading. Comprehension skills are also taught to enable children to make sense of what they read, build on what they already know and give them a desire to want to read. 

When children are learning to read, it is imperative that they practise independent reading with fully decodable books that are matched to their secure phonic knowledge. This enables them to use the GPCs they know to decode the words and, with practise, develop fluency when reading.

All our reading books are aligned to Little Wandle Letters and Sounds Revised and are fully decodable, following the progression in our phonics programme. Children continue to be taught phonics until they become fluent readers.
The National Curriculum Requirements



The English Curriculum
The National Curriculum for English (2014) aims to ensure that all pupils: 
· read easily, fluently and with good understanding 
· develop the habit of reading widely and often, for both pleasure and information 
· acquire a wide vocabulary, an understanding of grammar and knowledge of linguistic conventions for reading, writing and spoken language
We recognise that reading underpins children’s access to the curriculum and it clearly impacts on their achievement. There is considerable research to show that children who enjoy reading and choose to read benefit not only academically, but also socially and emotionally.

We are determined that every pupil will learn to read, regardless of their background, needs or abilities. It is our intention that all pupils, including the weakest readers, make sufficient progress to meet or exceed age-related expectations.





Children have three adult-led reading practice sessions each week. In these sessions we teach the application of reading skills. The children read in groups with fully decodable books, carefully matched to the children’s phonic ability. 

Each reading practice session has a clear focus, so that the demands of the session do not overload the children’s working memory. The reading practice sessions have been designed to focus on three key reading skills:
· decoding
· prosody: teaching children to read with understanding and expression
· comprehension: teaching children to understand the text
The children read the same book in each of the three sessions. They will read an equivalent book at home practising the skills in the three lessons.

Children who are not yet blending (e.g. in Reception), have daily additional blending practice in small groups, so that they quickly learn to blend and can begin to read books.
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